


Powdery mildew appears as a white powder on leaf surfaces. In-
fected trees may appear drought stressed in midsummer even when 
soil moisture is abundant. Trees with severe infections have reduced 
growth rates and reduced bloom number. Spraying with the proper 
fungicides can be effective if applied early in the epidemic and spray-
ing continues at two week intervals. The University of Tennessee 
AgResearch has released four new white-bracted cultivars that are 
resistant to powdery mildew-'Karen’s Appalachian Blush,' 'Kay’s Ap-
palachian Mist,' 'Jean’s Appalachian Snow' and ‘Appalachian Joy.’

Dogwood anthracnose can cause leaf spots, leaf and twig blights, 
water sprouts, limb and trunk cankers, and tree death. The disease is 
aided by severe cool, wet weather, shaded areas, high elevations and close proximity to water. Fungicides used at 14-
day intervals from leaf emergence through June are very effective, but spraying can be difficult due to trees’ height. 
Avoiding overhead irrigation in the evening and not transplanting trees from surrounding forests is important for 

minimizing disease impacts.

Plant dogwoods from late fall through early winter when the soil is 
not frozen. Lift and move dogwoods only by their containers and 
wrapped root balls – not by grabbing the trunk. Call 811 to have 
all underground utilities located prior to planting your trees. 
Dogwoods should be transplanted no deeper than the soil in which 
they were originally grown. In areas of recent construction, the soil 
may be compacted and unsuitable for healthy root growth; break 
up a large area to promote root growth. Score the sides of the hole 
to ensure good water movement in and out of the hole. Take care 
to plant at a height where no soil is placed against the trunk. Being 
able to see the top of the first root is acceptable.

Newly purchased dogwoods can come in containers, with roots 
balled and covered with burlap or as bare root trees. If the tree is in a container, you may need to cut the sides of the 
container to remove it from the root ball. Use your fingers or a blunt instrument to carefully tease roots apart if the 
roots are compressed (pot-bound). Failure to eliminate pot-bound roots may result in the roots ‘girdling’ and killing 
the tree over time. If the tree’s roots are balled and in burlap, remove the nails and/or twine so the burlap can be cut 
away completely (if made of synthetic fibers) after ensuring the tree is at the proper depth in the hole. If the burlap 
is of natural fibers, pull it back from the top third of the ball but leave the rest to prevent root injuries. If in a wire 
basket, remove as much of the basket as possible without disturbing the root ball. If you purchase bare root trees, 
make sure the roots are moist at purchase and plant trees as soon as possible. Do not allow roots to dry out between 
purchase and planting. Soaking the roots in a bucket of water for three to six hours before planting is often recom-
mended, but check first with your supplier. Prune broken or damaged roots, but save as many roots as you can. Build 
a cone of soil in the center of the hole around which to spread the roots. After backfilling the hole, the first root 
should be visible. Before backfilling the hole, confirm that the tree is straight. Fill the hole about one-third full with 
the backfill soil and gently pack it around the roots. To avoid air pockets, add water to settle the soil. Continue this 
process until the hole is filled.

 Staking newly planted trees is seldom necessary. However, protective staking may be required where windy con-
ditions are prevalent. Remove support staking and ties after one year. Tree wraps are not necessary following 
transplanting. Mulch (3-4 inches) newly planted trees. A mulch-free area, 1-2 inches wide at the base of the tree, is 
sufficient to avoid bark decay. For proper follow-up care, keep the soil moist but not soaked; overwatering is as bad 
as underwatering. If planted during the fall or winter, water trees at least once a week if rainfall is less than 1 inch 
per week during the first month. If planted during warmer seasons, irrigation will be needed throughout the summer. 
Fertilizing your lawn also fertilizes your trees. Applying fertilizer in late summer/fall may lead to ‘winter kill.’
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For more information use a certified arborist, a UT Extension agent or Web sites such as 
www.utextension.utk.edu/publications/homeGarden/default.asp#trees.


